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exert a certain limiting influence. First, the negative one:
industries should not remain within the industrial " coffin",
in general, and far less still within one of the overcrowded
conurbations in particular, if their requirements can be fulfilled
just as well or even better elsewhere. Secondly, the positive
one: those regions should be preferred which are relatively
" empty ", e.g. the West Country, Gloucestershire, Middle and
North Wales, Cumberland, Westmorland, the Highlands, East
Anglia. There is definite proof that this is possible if a long
term policy is envisaged with a far-reaching reorganisation of
the transport system and a systematic extension of the electric
grid. The memorandum on Wales tries to show the way to
this end. Or, for the Highlands, the Scottish Economic Com-
mittee have made some definite suggestions the essence of which
can be summarised as follows 1:
With a view to providing the essential elements of reconstruction,
the following matters require consideration:
(1)  The conditions of life in which work will be carried out in
the Highlands must be made to approximate so far as possible to
conditions obtainable elsewhere.
(2)  Inequalities due to distance from centres of consumption
must be minimised by attention to Communications and Freight
Charges.
(3)  The application of modern methods, and the utilisation of
scientific discovery must be energetically pursued and demonstrated
in the interests of Agriculture, Fishing and Forestry.
(4)  Industries appropriate to the area, and in harmony with the
Highland temperament, must be established, and the great part
which Water Power can take in this development must be examined
to the full.
If the land is to be developed agriculturally to its fullest extent,
and a young population re-established, further measures are
necessary.
These must aim at permitting the development of local industries
and providing travelling facilities to the inhabitants. To attain
these ends we make the following recommendations:
(1)  .The reconstruction of all unclassified roads on the list of
highways except in cases where the continued existence of
a stretch of road is considered 'unnecessary by the County
Highway Authority.
(2)  The reconstruction of Parish and Township roads not on the
list of Highways, where this is necessary.
(3)  The construction of roads to communities living in isolated
districts where no road service exists.
(4)  The construction of certain development roads.
1 Scottish Economic Committee Publication, 1938, The Highlands and Islands
of Scotland.
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